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for his jet pumps, for the theory of oceanic and atmospheric currents, are of a very original turn of mind, and prove that he is able to follow out his speculations till to the very fundament of the question.
Besides I know from personal acquaintance his scrutinizing way to penetrate into the very heart of scientific questions, and I should think that such a man ought to be the very best teacher for young engineers.
Believe me to be yours most truly,
DR. H. HELMHOLTZ. To Sir William Thomson, Glasgow"
I                                                                                          "UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH.
j                                                                                                        7 January 1873.
MY DEAR THOMSON,
I am very glad to hear that your brother is a Candidate for the Chair of Engineering at Glasgow.
I was for some time his colleague in Belfast, and I can thus state of my own knowledge that he is an excellent teacher, and works in thorough harmony with his brother Professors.
As an original discoverer in Physics, and especially in the Dynamical Theory of Heat, he holds a very high place indeed. There are but few discoveries of the last fifty years which make such a mark in the history of science as that of the lowering of the freezing-point by pressure: for it has led, not only to numerous kindred discoveries in pure science, but to the true physical theory of glacier motion.
He has made many valuable contributions to Engineering, among which I would specially mention his Turbine and his Vortex Pumps, as being admirably based on true physical principles, and thoroughly successful in practice.
I certainly do not believe that there can be found in Britain any one so well qualified as he is to fill the place of our lamented friend Rankine.
Yours ever, P. G. TAIT."
"343 LOWER BRAUGHTON ROAD, MANCHESTER.
7/1/1873.
DEAR THOMSON,
I wrote a testimonial for Mr.....two "or three
days ago but when I did so I had no idea that your brother would be able to leave Belfast. In the event of his seeking the Chair of Glasgow College, it is impossible there can be any serious competition, inasmuch as your brother's European fame as a